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WHAT AFFECTS THE DURATION OF THE PROCESS? 

 Incomplete documents/ requirements 

 Failure of the applicant to respond 

•Cover Letter

•Patent Form 1 (PF1)

•Specification (description of
the invention, one or more
claim(s), abstract of the
invention and drawings
(optional)

•Patent Form 8 (PF8), if the
applicant is not a sole
inventor

•Prescribed fee of BND160

Submission of 
Patent Application

•Issuance of the 
acknowledgement letter

Formality 
Examination

•Request for Search (Patent
Form 11) within 13 months
[B$1,750] + Request for
Examination (Patent Form 16)
within 21 months* [B$1,100]

•Request for Search &
Examination (Patent Form 12)
within 21 months* [B$2,600]

•Request for Examination 
(Patent Form 16) within 21 
months* [B$1,100]

Substantive 
Examination

•Letter to invite applicant to 
file for Grant will be issued

•Applicant to file a request for 
Grant by Patent Form 9 (PF9) 
within 42 months*

•A prescribed fee of BND200^

Issuance of Letters
•The bibliographic data of

the patent will be
published in the Patent
Journal.

Publication

*Due date is calculated from the declared priority date, or where there is no declared priority, the Date of Filing of the application 

^Additional B$20 for each claim in excess of 25 claims 


